
What is Climate change and 

why should we care about it?

Did you know, weather & climate are not the same?

Weather = conditions in a

specific place and time

Climate = weather 

patterns over time 
For example, Upington is seen as
having a hot and dry climate, even if it
sometimes gets cold.

A changing global climate should be a natural process

occurring over millions of years. 

BUT... ...right now our climate is changing at a
dangerous pace. That’s because the

burning of fossil fuels, alongside practices
like deforestation and intensive plant and

animal agriculture, are causing the world
to heat up leading to a climate crisis.

 why should 

we care?
EXTREME WEATHERFOOD INSECURITY

SOCIAL CONFLICT LOSS OF HOMES & JOBS

RISING SEA LEVELS

LOSS OF LIFE

Climate change
doesn’t only

mean it’s
getting hotter. 
 IT ALSO MEANS:

Climate change refers to changing long-term CLIMATE patterns

 all over the world due to human activity

find out more at africanclimatealliance.org/resources

Climate change affects everything and everyone but especially people who
already live in poverty in climate change hotspots such as South Africa. These

effects will only become worse if we don’t act. 
Go to africanclimatealliance.org to get involved. 


